
      
 
 
 

                                              Gordon Carew 
 
Gord Carew was a big part of the history of SJABO and has been involved in a number of aspects of 
the sport over the years. From his playing days, Gord was a strong competitor and skilled athlete on 
the court. A knowledgeable person of the game, he was the perfect candidate for officiating. 
 
Having been exposed to refereeing from the late 1960’s and into the easrl 1970’s, Gord met and was 
encouraged to try officiating by referees, Bill Redden and Harry Power. To the best of his recollection, 
he started reffing and became a member of the “St. John’s Association of Basketball Officials”, 
{SJABO}, in 1976.  
 
At that time in the history of SJABO, there were not a lot of officials working games. In 1977, referees 
were having weekly meetings, leading up to the basketball season which had a voluntary President in 
place. It was at one of these meetings, Dr. Redden, who chaired the meetings, asked Gord if he was 
interested in becoming president as it was hard to find people to do the job. He accepted and was 
elected at the time by acclamation. 
 
The officials at that time were, Bill Redden, Bill Connolly, Frank King, Randy Ball, Harry Power, Jim 
Walsh and Fred Wakeham, all of who went on to long distinguished careers with SJABO. 
 
Gord went on to referee all levels of ball at the time from, minor to high school and the senior men’s 
and ladies leagues along with the provincial tournaments being played by the NLBA and school 
sports. He also officiated a number of university varsity games and the Wheelchair Canadian 
Nationals held in St. John’s.  
 
 
 



His contributions to the game and growing not only the game but the officials' side of it, did not go 
unnoticed. Gord was honoured with a number of very distinguished awards: 
 

*1978-79--NLBA Achievement Award in recognition of his efforts towards the development of 
basketball in the province. 
 

*1982-Gord received a Certification Award of appreciation for outstanding and dedicated service to, 
“Youth Basketball Canada”. 
 

*1999-J. CABO--J.A. Wink Wilcox Award of Merit for outstanding service to officiating. A nationally 
recognized award. 
 
Gord says he enjoyed refereeing as much as he did playing. He met many good people over the 
years and he says it grows you, personally. One of our original members of SJABO, Gord has helped 
to grow our association to where it is today. 
 
His advice to new officials starting out today: 
 
To be a good official, you have to be a very dedicated person and be willing to listen and learn from 
the officials who were there before you. They are the experts. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


